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Leghit of (Cochin
Address during the
Concluding Ceremony of
450" Jubilee Celebration of
Diocese of Cochin

Kochi

3 February 2008

Evolution of
enlightened society

“I have created the human being with brain
and thinking faculty. 1 command all My
creations that use your faculty with reasoning
to reach My image” - God’s Command

I'am delighted to participate in the concluding ceremony
of 450" Jubilee Celebration of Diocese of Cochin. History
of the Diocese of Cochin begins with the arrival of the
Portuguese Missionaries in India. These neo apostles reached
Kappad near Kozhikode on 20th May, 1498, along with
Vasco De Gama, the famous navigator. The solemn blessing
of the church was on November 1, 1503, after an elegant
and magnificent procession in which all the Captains
participated with the Holy Cross, the great sign and instrument
of victory, held aloft. The Second Indian Bishop Joseph
Kureethara was very keen on developing the Diocese at the
socio-religious sphere. His Excellency established many
institutions including a college, schools, hospitals and
charitable homes, erected parishes and churches and
established a new religious congregation for women called
the ‘Sisters of Holy Eucharist’.

“ 20 ',

2303 2008
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I am happy to note that Rt. Rev. Dr. John Thattumkal is
liked, loved and respected by the people in general and the
faithful in particular, has become quite notable among the
Catholic Bishops and noteworthy among the intelligentsia.
My respects to Rt. Rev. Dr. John Thattumkal and all the
Bishops who have laid the robust framework for the growth
of this institution to maintain peace and harmony in this
region. My greetings to all the members of Diocese of Cochin
on the occasion of the concluding ceremony of 450* Jubilee
Celebrations.

Origins of Life

Life originated 600 million years ago and continental
drift occurred 200 million years ago creating five continents.
Mammals evolved 140 million years ago, Hominids that is
the human type, evolved 26 million years ago but modern
man only arrived on the scene some 200,000 years ago.

He migrated and colonized the world only in the last
50,000 years. The spoken language is some 10,000 years
old while writing evolved only a few thousand years ago.
All this phenomenal progress has been achieved only within
the short span of 200 to 400 generations, that is in just 10,000
to 5,000 years.

Newer DNA technologies have given us better insight
in retracing the history of man. ‘The DNA of a human being
is his history book ever written’. Nowadays intelligence,
cognizance, drug response, behavioral problems every thing
is related to genes: disease gene mapping is progressing at a
faster pace with new age DNA technology. It is probably
during the 50,000-30,000 years of co-existence that societies
have evolved adopting newer innovations and cultures.

{21 )
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Challenges of Modern Society

Advances in genetics demonstrating great similarity in
the genome of man and animals shows that the limbic brain
perhaps is the cause for all conflicts within and outside.

So far human society, from origin until now has always
been at war within and between groups and has led to two
World Wars. Presently, terrorism and low intensity warfare
are affecting many parts of the world. Can we find methods
by which we can the remove these conflicts?

Unity in Diversity

India is a country which has over the years learnt to evolve
and maintain a unique unity amongst diversity. It has become
an inspirational model and an example to emulate for every
region in the world. India supports a social form of economic
development and encourages a model of growth with equity.
We are conscious of the need for growth to respect the
environment and make it sustainable for future generations.
With this valuable experience of centuries behind India, we
can bring a doctrine of global cooperation built over the
foundation of regional collaborations and core competencies
of people and society of many nations.

In this context, I am reminded of the dream of the Indian
poet who articulated 3000 years back in the Tamil classic:

which means “I am a world citizen, Every citizen is my
own kith and kin”. This feeling itself, I am sure, can be the
foundation for the way of human thinking on unity of minds.

(22
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Evolution of Enlightened Society

With this spirit of universal brotherhood, I would like to
put forth to this important gathering, a methodology for
evolving a happy, prosperous and peaceful society in our
planet, which I call as “Evolution of Enlightened Society in
Planet Earth”. How do we create such an enlightened society,
which will have three components (a) Education with value
system (b) Religion transforming into spirituality and

(c) Economic development for societal transformation.

Let us discuss.

Education with value system: We have seen that the
seeds of peace in the world have their origin in the
righteousness in the heart of every individual. Such righteous
citizens lead to the evolution of enlightened society. Education
with value system has to be so designed that the righteousness
in the heart is developed in young minds. That should be the
mission of education. The prime learning environment is five
to seventeen years of age. This reminds me of an ancient
Greek teacher’s saying, “Give me a child for seven years;
afterwards, let God or devil take the child. They cannot
change the child”. This indicates the power of great teachers
and- what good teachers can inculcate in the young minds.
Parents and teachers must inculcate moral leadership amongst
children. It requires the ability to have insights into the
uniqueness and universality of human consciousness. True
education IS the acquisition of enlightened feelings and
enlightened powers to understand daily events and to
understand the permanent truth linking man, to his
environment, human and planetary.
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While I was in college, I remember the lectures given by
the highest authority of a Jesuit institution Rev Father Rector
Kalathil of St. Joshep’s College, Tiruchirappalli, Southern
India. Every week on Monday, he will take a class for an
hour. He used to talk about good human beings present and
past and what makes a good human being. In this class he
used to give lectures on personalities such as Buddha,
Confucius, St. Augustine, Califa Omar, Mahatma Gandhi,
Einstein, Abraham Lincoln and moral stories linked to our
civilizational heritage. In the moral science class, Father
Kalathil used to highlight the best aspect of, how the great
personalities have been evolved as good human beings
through parental care, teaching and companionship of great
books. Even though these lessons were given to me in 1950’s
during my college days, they inspire me even today. It is
essential that in the schools and colleges, lectures are given
by great teachers of the institution once in a week for one
hour on civilizational heritage and derived value system.

This may be called as Moral Science Class that will
elevate the young minds to love the country, to love the other
human beings and elevate them to higher planes. This will
ensure embedding of righteousness in each citizen with
eternal goodness and wholesomeness in conduct.

As we say in our country:

Righteousness

Where there is righteousness in the heart
There is beauty in the character.
When there is beauty in the character,
There is harmony in the home.
When there is harmony in the home.
There is an order in the nation.
When there is order in the nation,
There is peace in the world.

Light of (octin

This is true, for the whole world. When we need peace
in the world, we need order in the nation; we need harmony
in the home. The origin is righteousness in the heart.

Now, let me take up the area that is transforming religion
into spiritual force. Many in the world believe, it is a difficult
mission. I would like to share an experience that I have
witnessed which has convinced me that it is possible.

Religion Transforming into Spirituality: Universal
Mind: Religion has two components, theology and
spirituality. Even though theology is unique to every religion,
the spiritual component spreads the value to be inculcated by
human beings for promoting a good human life and welfare
of the society, while pursuing the material life .

I would like to recall one incident, which commonly
occurs in some parts of our country. I have witnessed this
event when I was a young boy (10 yrs). In our house,
periodically I used to see three different unique personalities
meet. Pakshi Lakshmana Shastrigal, who was the head priest
of the famous Rameshwaram temple and a vedic scholar, Rev
Father Bodal, who built the first church in Rameshwaram
Island and my father who was an Imam in the mosque. All
three of them used to sit and discuss the islands problems and
find solutions. In addition they built several religious
connectivities with compassion. These connectivities quietly,
spread to others in the island like the fragrance from the
flowers. This sight always comes to my mind whenever, |
discuss with people on Dialogue of religions. India has had
this advantage of integration of minds for thousands of years.

Throughout the nation and the world, the need to have a
frank dialogue among cultures, religions and civilizations has
been felt now more than ever.
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This incident, what I have narrated gives me the
confidence that religions definitely can be bridged through
spiritual components. We have to spread such “Glad
Tidings” to every part of the world. Let me now talk to you
on the message of “Giving”.

Radiating message on Giving: His Holiness Sree Sree
Sivakumara Swamiji of Sree Siddaganga Math of Tumkur
IS an example of spreading the message of “giving”. He has
been on a tireless mission of socia-economic development
and eradication of inequalities in education. He saw education
and alleviation of hunger among the masses as an effective
means to enrich human capacity which in turn would
contribute to national reconstruction. His Holiness Swamiji
has followed the footprints of his Guru of providing free
boarding horne to the students which is now serving the needs
of over 8,000 students. In addition 2000 pilgrims and visitors
in the Math are also provided food every day. During the last
seven decades Swamiji is the founder of well over hundred
and twenty five educational institutions ranging from nursery
to institutions of technology, pure science, arts, management,
vocational training and performing arts.

During the 100" birthday of His Holiness Sree Sree
Shivakumara Swamiji - a message of “Giving” came to my
mind celebrating his contribution, which I would like to share
with you:

Radiating Message on Giving
“O my fellow citizens,
In giving, you receive happiness,
In Body and Soul.
You have everything to give.
If you have knowledge, share it.
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If you have resources, share it with the needy.
Use your mind and heart,

To remove the pain of the suffering,

And, cheer the sad hearts.

In giving, you receive happiness.
Almighty will bless all your actions.”

Let me now talk about deception through flattery.

The power of Love in Almighty

Imam Ghazali was a saint teacher lived in the 12®
Century. My father narrated me a scene when Imam Ghazali
has been tested by Shaitan, the transgressed Angel. One day
Imam Ghazali was unfolding his prayer mat for Maharif
Namaz. At that time, the Shaitan appears in front of him and
said, “Respected Imam Sahib, I am just now coming from
heaven where there was a discussion about great human
beings and you have been judged as the best human being
living on Earth. As a recognition of your great stature you
have been exempted from the trouble of performing Namaz
in future. Imam Ghazali was restless as the Namaz time was
approaching. So he looked at Shaitan and said, “Shaitan
Sahib, first of all performing Namaz is not a trouble at all and
when even Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him), was
not exempted from performing Namaz five times a day, how
can a poor Imam like me be exempted? Thank you. He went
on to perform the Namaz. When he completed the Namaz,
Imam Ghazali still saw Shaitan was standing. Imam Sahib
asked him what he was waiting for. Shaitan said, “O Imam
you have excelled even the most favoured Prophet Adam,
who could not win over my deception and I made him to eat
the forbidden fruit. Realizing that Shaitan was flattering Imam
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Sahib prayed to Allah, Oh almighty, help me and save me
from the deception of the flattery making a disappointed
Shaitan finally disappear. His mission failed. But one of the
great human being succeeded. Let me present an example of
bringing dignity to society.

Bringing dignity to society: In 2006, I visited Sultanpur
Lodhi in Punjab and saw the marvelous development which
has taken place on the river Kali Bein. I was delighted to see
the rejuvenated Kali Bein, the place where the revered Sikh
Guru Gurunanak Devji is said to have received enlightenment.
Over the years this rivulet had turned into weed choked drain.
Now, the river is clean due to the efforts of Baba Balbir Singh
Seechewal, a priest in a Gurudwara temple and his team.
Babaji had organized people’s participation in stopping the
massive flow of sewage into the Be in and cleaned 160 km
long polluted and choked rivulet within the last five years by
deploying on an average 3,000 kar sevaks (volunteer pilgrims)
per day. Today one can see the flow of clean water in this
rivulet released from the Tarkina Barrage by the government.
The revival of the rivulet has recharged the water table as the
hand pumps that had become dry for the past 4 decades are
now pumping out water. Also, I saw speed boats running on
the river. The 3 kms stretch which I physically saw was a
beautiful site to watch with nice bathing ghats, tree orchards
on the bank of the river and well laid out roads parallel to the
river. [ also saw the great happiness of giving on the faces of
the volunteers who had physically participated in this task.
Baba Balbir Singh Seechewal felt polluting the river is
denying the human rights to the people who is using and
benefiting from river and he has taken initiative that restored
the human dignity in that region.

‘| 28 ',

2303 2008

Light of (Coctiin
Taking the lead from the mission of Babaji, I have put
forth a thought for consideration of all the people visiting the
major places of worship. Every day, at least five hundred
thousand people on an average will be going to different places
of worship in the country and offering prayers. Normally
when we go to a religious place we pray for our happiness
and prosperity. At the place of worship, shall we suggest,
display of the following vows. Each devotee at the worshiping
place can take anyone of them as a thanks giving for The
Almighty:
1.  Iwillactivate at least one water pond in my village.
2. Onreturn from this place of worship, I will remove
all enmity within my family and any court cases
I will withdraw.
3. Onreturn from this place of worship, I will plant
five fruit bearing tree.
4. I'will not gamble and succumb to any addiction.
5. Iwill give equal importance for male and female
children in providing education and rights for
growth of our society.
6. Iwilllead from now onwards arighteous life free
from corruption.
I feel in this graceful occasion 450" year Jubilee
celebration, even ten percent of the persons take anyone of
the vows and practice it; it will bring great peace to the society,

stability to the society and above all the enriched societal
life.

Economic development for societal transformation:
Indian Economy is in an ascent phase. There is

considerable growth in the manufacturing and service sectors.
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We have a mission of spreading this economic growth
throughout the country including the rural sector. Nearly 220
million people have to be lifted by upgrading their quality of
life in both rural and urban areas. Even though the GDP
growth indicates our economic growth, people’s participation
is essential for achieving the required targets. It is essential to
ensure that the citizens are empowered with good quality of
life encompassing nutritious food, good habitat, clean
environment, affordable healthcare, quality education and
productive employment, integrated with our value system
drawn from civilizational heritage leading to the
comprehensive development of the nation that will bring
smiles in one billion people. These are indicators for the
growth of the National Prosperity Index. To achieve that
growth rate, we have identified five areas where India has a
core competence for integrated action: (1) Agriculture and
food processing (2) Education and Healthcare (3) Information
and Communication Technology (4) Infrastructure
development such as power, transportation, communication
and including Providing Urban Amenities in Rural Areas
(PURA) and (5) Self reliance In critical technologies.

We propose to realize the vision of transforming India
into a developed nation before 2020 by energizing and igniting
the minds of all the 540 million youth of the nation.

So far we have discussed the three dimensional approach
of providing value based education, religion transforming into
spiritual force and economic development for societal
transformation leading to the evolution of an enlightened
society. This integrated three dimensional methodology of
evolution of enlightened society, will pave the way for
peaceful, prosperous, happy nations and thereby a world, free
from extremisms and further seeds of extremism.
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So far we have seen how to evolve enlightened citizens.
How to spread this knowledge throughout the planet earth?
Hence we are in the mission of evolving the University of
Nalanda which will address all the three dimensions as a
part of the education and research programme for promoting
universal understanding arid peace.

Possible actions for Unity of Minds
Nalanda University for Unity of Minds (21+t Century):

This project is to draw inspiration from the rich historical
traditions of Nalanda University can contribute to create a
new framework, in the modern context, to generate, share
and disseminate knowledge and skills. It will be a place for
meeting of minds from the national and international arena
to do research on unity of minds linking human welfare,
science, technologies, economics and spirituality.

To translate these thoughts, the University will have the
following Missions.

(1) Recapturing in the modern context the holistic
traditions of knowledge creation, acquisition and
dissemination as practiced in ancient Nalanda.

(2) Working towards building an inclusive society In a
world free of violence, terror, war, and fear;

(3) Making Nalanda a meeting place for equitable societal
welfare, scientific, spiritual, philosophical and religious
thoughts. This will provide a platform for research for
exploring solution to typical problems of planet earth such
as water and energy, survival from the environmental angle,
international conflicts and above all elimination of poverty.
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(4) Creating an action oriented academic structure using
the core competence of nations to give the planet earth
leadership and the management in the education with value
system, transforming religion into spiritual force and economic
development and
(5) Providing leadership to world peace.

Conclusion

While I was in Tawang in 2003, I asked the Chief Monk,
how in Tawang villages and monastry, I am experiencing
peace and happiness being radiated by everyone. There was
a pause, the chief monk smiled. He said, ““You are the President
of India. You will be knowing all about us and the whole
nation. Again I said, “It is very important for me, you please
give me your thoughtful analysis”.

There was a beautiful golden image of Lord Buddha
radiating smile and peace. The Chief Monk assembled nearby
all his nearly 100 young and experienced monks. The Chief
Monk and myself were sitting amidst them. The Chief Monk
gave a short discourse, which I would like to share with you.
Chief Monk said, “In the present world, we have a problem
of distrust, unhappiness transforming into violence. This
monastery spreads: when you “Remove “I” and “Me” from
your mind, you will eliminate ego; if you get rid of ego, hatred
towards fellow human beings will vanish; if the hatred goes
out of our mind, the violence in thinking and action will
disappear; if violence in our mind is taken away, peace springs
in human minds. Then peace and peace and peace alone will
blossom in the society”. I realized the meaning of beautiful
equation for peaceful life, but difficult mission for the
individual is how to remove the ethos of “I” and “ME”.
For this, we need the education inculcated in the young age.

Light of (octin

When Seethakkadi a Muslim Administrator can become
a profound Chief Minister of a Hindu kingdom, a Christian
father can give a church for scientific programme, when a
100 year old saint is giving and empowering youth with
knowledge irrespective of religion, caste or societal status,
I'see the evolution of enlightened citizens in different packets.
Definitely we can provide leadership for evolution of
civilizational Harmony for the whole world. Institutions like
Nalanda University across the nation can promote the
evolution of happy, prosperous and safe planet earth. Certainly
Diocese of Cochin is partners in such missions.

Let me greet, all the members of Diocese of Cochin on
the occasion of concluding ceremony of the 450" Jubilee
Celebrations. My best wishes to all the members of Diocese
of Cochin success in their mission of promoting Global peace,
prosperity and happiness.

May God bless you.

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
www.abdulkalam.com
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CHANGE OF RESIDENCE

Very Rev. Fr. Antony Kochukariyil from Bishop’s

House to Alpha Pastoral Centre.

1.

2. Rev. Fr. Job Thaikalamury from St. Sebastian’s

Church, Neendakara to AlphaPastoral Centre.

3. Rev. Fr. Lawrence Pollayil from St. Sebastian’s Church,
Thoppumpady to Bishop’s House.
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VOCATION CAMPS - 2008

Dear and V. Rev. Monsignor / Father,

Greetings and Prayers from Mount Carmel Seminary
Fort Cochin!

This is to inform you that the vocation camp for boys
will commence on 6™ April 2008 by 05.00 p.m.. and will be
concluded on 9" April 2008. The camp will be conducted at
St. Xavier’s Study House Kumbalam .

Admission to the camp is limited to those who have
passed or appeared for SSLC or Plus Two examination and
really willing to Join the seminary. Registration fee will be
Rs.150/- per head. Permission is granted by His Excellency,
Dr John Tllattumkal to Parish Priests to help poor boys from
the fabrica to attend the camp.

Please instruct the participants to bring along with them
pen, note book, a copy of the Bible, bed sheets, toilet articles
etc.

I would be much obliged if you could inform me the
number of participants from your parish at least three days
before the commencement of the camp, so that necessary
arrangements can be made in time.

As usual camps for girls will be conducted at houses of
different women religious congregations of the diocese I
would like to inform Reverend Parish Priests that you should
have an eye in fostering the real vocations.

Expecting your valuable co-operation and wishing you

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS IN MARCH - 2008
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Womens’ Day Celebration at ParishHall St. Peter’s
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Happy Easter,
Loving Yours in Jesus and Mary,
Fort Cochin, Fr Thomas Panakal,
07-03-2008. Vocation Promoter
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FROM THE BISHOP’S DIARY

FEBRUARY 2008

Date Time Purpose
4" Mon | 04.00 p.m. | Funeral M/o Fr. Dominic Aluvaparambil
07.00 p.m. | Dinner offered to Foreign Guests at
Gama
5" Tue 03.00 p.m. | Meeting with children at Kumbalanghy
08.00 p.m. | Assisi Convent Mundamvely
8" Fri 03.00 p.m. | Meeting priests on Transfer
9t Sat 08.30a.m. | Reception + Mass - Episcopal
Consecration of Bp. Abraham
Kakkanett at Muvattupuzha
05.00 p.m. | To Mother Anne Pia at St. Joseph’s
Convent
11" Mon| 11.00a.m. | Meeting priests on Transfer
239Sat | 05.30 p.m. | Blessing of 2-wheelers at Veli ground
06.00 p.m. | Supper for Jubilee Committee at APC
24" Sun | 02.30 p.m. | Thozhilali Sangamam KLM at ESS
Emakulam
26" Tue | 06.30 p.m. | Core Group
2" Wed | 02.30 p.m. | Sr.Gertrude
05.00p.m. | ToAPC
28" Thu | 09.00a.m. | Eucharistic Adoration and Procession

with Blessing
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